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CHAPTER 188

LAND UTILIZATION
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CHAPTER 188
LAND UTILIZATION
[19th September, 1981]
PART |
Preliminary
1. ThisAct may becited asthe Land Utilization Act.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-
“Minister” meansthe Minister of Government responsiblefor land;
“subdivide” meansto dividefor the purpose of dienation any landinto
smaller parcelsthan that inwhichitisowned or possessed at thetime of the
comingintoforceof thisAct.
PART II
Subdivision
3.-(1) ThisActshdl apply todl landin Bdize:
Provided that the Minister may by Order published inthe Gazette
declarethat the provisionsof thisAct shall apply only to such areaasmay be

described inthat order.

2 No person may subdivideany land towhichthisAct applies
except inaccordancewith the provisions hereinafter contai ned.

4, Any person wishing to subdivide any land to which thisAct applies
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shdl submit an application to the Land Subdivision and Utilization Authority
set up under section 9 of thisAct.

5. An application submitted under section 4 of thisAct shall includea
plan and agtatement setting out the applicant’ stitleand the detall sof theintended

subdivison.

6. The plan submitted with an application under section 4 of thisAct
shdl show thefollowing particulars-

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

()

(f)

(9)

thelocation, dimensions and boundaries of theland to be
subdivided;

thedimensionsof each ot or parce of land following from
thesubdivision;

the location of all existing buildings on the land to be
subdivided;

the layout of the streets, and the proposed width of each,
withinthesubdivision;

thelocation of themaindrains;
thelocation of any swamps, hills, rivers, streams, ancient
monuments or ruins, drainage patterns, on the land to be

subdivided;

the situation of any easements or rights of way towhich
theland to be subdivided is subject.

7.-(1) Any purported subdivisionin contravention of the provisionsof this
Act shall bevoid and of no effect.
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2 Any person who contravenesthe provisonsof thisAct commits
an offenceand shall beliable on summary conviction to afine not exceeding
onethousand dollars.

8.-(1) TheRegistrar shal not, after thecomingintoforceof thisAct, register  Duty of the
any subdivisionof land or any titleto any lot arising fromany subdivisonof land ~ Registrar of
unlessheissatisfied that the said subdivisionwasdonewith theapprova of the ~ L-ads
Miniger.

2 A certificatefrom the Commissioner of Lands stating that the
subdivision had been approved by the Minister shal be conclusive evidence of
thefact of theapproval of theMinister.

3 Noinstrument which createsor transfers, or purportstocreate  50f 1990.
or transfer, any interest inland (including common law conveyances), arising
from or involving any subdivision of land wherever situatein Belize, shal be
lodged or received for registration unlessit isaccompanied by acertificate
from the Commissioner of Landsand Surveysverifying that thefina approval
for the said subdivision hasbeen granted by the Minister or that such approval
isnot required.

9.-(1) Thereshdl beal and Subdivisionand Utilization Authority whichshal  Land Subdivision

be comprised of - and Utilization
Authority.

)] the Commissioner of Lands,

(b) the Chief Engineer or representative;

(©) the Chief Forest Officer or representative;

(d) the Chief Agricultural Officer or representative;

(e the Assistant Secretary of the Ministry responsible for
lands, who shall bethe secretary;
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(f) two other persons to be appointed by the Minister
responsiblefor lands; and

(99 theNational Coordinator appointed under the Disaster
Preparedness and Response Act.

2 The chairman shal be such person asmay be nominated by the
Minister from the persons already membersunder paragraphs (a) to (d) of
subsection (1) of thissection.

(3 The quorum shall consist of at least three of the officers
mentionedin (a) to (d) and one person from category (f) mentioned in subsection
(1) of thissection.

10.-(2) TheLand Subdivisionand Utilization Authority (hereinafter referred
toas“the Authority”) shall receiveall applicationsfor subdivision and shall
make such investigation thereon asthe A uthority shall deem necessary.

2 The Authority may call for and takeinto considerational such
information and documents as may be necessary for aproper study of the
application.

(3) Any person making an application under section 4 of thisAct
shall, if so requested by the Authority, provide the Authority with such
information and documentary material sasmay bewithin hispower to provide,
and any failureor neglect soto do may resultinthe Minister refusing to grant
hisapproval to the proposed subdivision.

11.-(1) TheAuthority, having considered the application and all such other
information asshall berelevant thereto, shall report to the Minister thereon
and shall in such report make such recommendation to the Minister astothe
granting of hisapproval to the project asto the Authority shall seem proper.

2 Where any land or part of land proposed to be subdividedis
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stuatewithinthelimitsof any city or town, the Authority shal, in considering
any applicationfor subdivision, consult thelocal authority concerned and shdl
include the commentsof such authority inthereport submitted tothe Minister
under subsection (1).

12.-(1) TheMinister may, after consideration of therecommendationsof the  Provisional
Authority, grant aprovisiona approval to aproposed subdivision of land. approval.

2 TheMinister may, ontherecommendation of the Authority, attach
to any provisiona approval granted by him to aproposed subdivision of land
such conditionsrelating thereto ashe shal think necessary.

13.  Theapplicantfor any approval to subdivideland shall, uponreceiptof  Duties of the
provisiona approval thereto- applicant.

(a have the land to be subdivided surveyed by a Certified  5of 1990.
Surveyor and a plan drawn up in accordance with the
approved subdivision;

(b) have the plan so prepared recorded by the Principal
Surveyor;

(©) build theroads or streetsto the satisfaction of the Ministry
of Works;

(d) comply with all such other conditions as may have been
imposed by the Minister inthe provisional approval given
to him.

14.  Theapplicant shal not sdll, lease, giveor inany other manner dienate  Restriction on
any part of theland whichisto be subdivided until he hasreceivedthefinal ~ sde, etc.
approval of the Minister thereto.

15.  Wherean applicant, towhom provisional approval hasbeengranted  Final approval.

by the Minister, complieswith the severa requirementsset out in section 13to
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the satisfaction of the Authority, the Authority shall so report tothe Minister
and the Minister shall thereupon grant final approval to the proposed
subdivisons

Providing that the Minister may, on the recommendation of the
Authority, grant, to an gpplicant towhom provisiond gpprova had been granted
inrespect of any subdivision, final gpprova of such part of thesaid subdivision
asmay have been compl eted to the sati sfaction of the Authority.

16.-(1) Where after the coming into force of thisAct, atestator, being the
owner of any land, purportsto grant adivided portion of such land to any
person by any will or codicil, such grant shdl, until approva to such subdivision
hasbeen granted by theMinister or wherethe Minister hasrefused hisapprova
tosuch subdivision, takeeffect asif it wereagrant of an undivided share of the
saidland.

2 Theexecutor or anheir may apply for approval for the proposed
divisonof theland.

17.-(1) TheMinister may make such regulations as are necessary for the
better carrying out of the provisionsof thisPart of the Act.

2 TheMinister may annex to the breach of any regulation made
hereunder afine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

(3) All regulationsmadeunder thissection shal besubject tonegative
resolution by theNational Assembly.

18.  ThisPart of thisAct shall not apply -
(@  wherethedivided portion of any land istransferred to
the owner of any land abutting on the said subdivided

portion;

(b) where the divided portions are to be alienated to the

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Land Utilization [CAP. 188 11

transferor’swife or children and each parcel of land so
alienated or devised is provided with aright of way.

PART I11
Utilization

19.-(1) TheMinister may, for thebetter utilization of land, makeregulations:  Regulations
regarding
(@) todemarcateareas, water catchment areasor watersheds  Utilization.
and prohibiting the clearing of any vegetation withinthose
areas,

(b) to provide for such other measures as may be required to
prevent soil erosion;

(c) restricting the construction of buildingswithin stipulated
distancesfrom the middleline of any road or street;

(d) to demarcate specific areas as spacial development areas
and to stipulate the type of development that will be
permitted within those areas,

(e for the clearing of any forest or thefelling of any trees; and
(f) to providefor all such other things as may be necessary
for the better carrying out of the provisionsof this Part of

the Act.

2 TheMinister may annex to the breach of any regulation made
hereunder afine not exceeding fivehundred dollars.

3 All regulationsmadeunder thissection shdl besubject to negative
resolution by the National Assembly.
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